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UNIVERSITY MEDICINE  
ANNOUNCES INAUGURAL CLASS OF 

GRADUATES FROM LEADERSHIP ACADEMY  
Doctors and administrators complete 15-week program 

in collaboration with Bryant University’s  
Executive Development Center 

 

PROVIDENCE, R.I.  (May 25, 2016):  University Medicine, a nonprofit primary 

care, specialty outpatient and subspecialty medical group practice with over 200 

physicians in patient care locations throughout the state, announces the 2016 

graduating class of its newly launched Leadership Academy in collaboration 

with Bryant University’s Executive Development Center. 

 

The inaugural class of 12 doctors and two administrators from University 

Medicine completed the 15-week leadership program held at Bryant University’s 

Smithfield campus to learn the business side of medicine and healthcare. The 

program was specifically created to train medical professionals in leadership 
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skills for business problem-solving, financial management, communications, 

negotiation, collaboration, conflict resolution, and other management and 

professional skills that are useful in today’s complex healthcare industry. 

 

The certificate program was developed for University Medicine by Mari Anne 

Snow, a professional development consultant and instructor with Bryant’s 

Executive Development Center. Participants were evaluated according to a 

combination of individual and team assignments, class discussions and 

participation, and a final capstone project presented to University Medicine 

senior leadership.  

 

The following University Medicine doctors and administrators from various 

Divisions within the group received certificates of completion:  

Physicians 
Michelle Anvar, MD (General Internal Medicine)    
Rebekah Gardner, MD (General Internal Medicine) 
Melinda Hooton, MD (General Internal Medicine) 
E. Milu Kojic, MD (Infectious Diseases)     
Jerry Larkin, MD (Infectious Diseases)   
Kelly McGarry, MD (General Internal Medicine)   
Ashish Misri, MD (Hospitalist Medicine) 
Nadia Mujahid, MD (Geriatrics) 
John O’Bell, MD (Nephrology) 
Bharat Ramratnam, MD (Infectious Diseases) 
Corey Ventetuolo, MD (Pulmonary)   
Tony Wu, MD (General Internal Medicine) 
 
Administrators 
Gabe Shepherd (Human Resources) 
Elizabeth Tolmie (Nephrology) 

 

The graduates were congratulated by University Medicine President/CEO Louis 

B. Rice, MD and Vice President/Director of General Internal Medicine Angela M. 

Caliendo, MD, Ph.D. along with Bryant University Provost/Chief Academic 

Officer Glenn M. Sulmasy and Assistant Provost Carol DeMoranville.  



Page 3 of 2 

 

Mr. Sulmasy told the graduates that they are “at the cutting edge of merging two 

disciplines: business management and medicine,” calling them “trailblazers” in a 

growing area with a tremendous need for leadership, management and caring 

for people. 

 

The Leadership Academy was made possible in part by a grant awarded through 

the Rhode Island Governor’s Workforce Board. 

 

# # # 

Established in 2000, University Medicine is a nonprofit primary care, specialty outpatient and 
sub-specialty medical group practice with over 200 physicians and various patient care locations 
across the state of Rhode Island.  The largest physician group in Rhode Island, University 
Medicine is affiliated with The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University, and employs 
most of the full-time faculty of Brown’s Department of Medicine.  Specialties and clinical 
divisions include:  general internal medicine; primary care (family and pediatrics); diabetes and 
endocrinology; infectious disease; hospital medicine; hypertension and kidney diseases; 
hematology/oncology; nephrology; pulmonary, critical care and sleep; gastroenterology; 
rheumatology and geriatrics.  Over 100,000 patients are served annually from Rhode Island, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut and other states and countries.  The three-part mission of University 
Medicine is high-level quality medical patient care, state-of-the-art clinical research studies, and 
dedicated teaching of more than 400 medical students, residents and fellows trained by 
University Medicine physicians annually.  For five consecutive years (2010-2014), University 
Medicine was recognized as a “Best Place to Work” by Providence Business News.  University 
Medicine is headquartered at 17 Virginia Avenue in Providence, RI  02905-4406; phone:  877-
771-7401; web:  http://www.umfmed.org 


